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ing only the senate of the town in his favor. He began by
winning over to his side the leader of the Hannibal faction,
Bantius, a young man whom, wounded at Cannae, Hannibal
had generously cared for and sent back to his native town
loaded with favors, and who had headed the scheme for going
over to the enemy. Deprived of Bantius, the popular party
was more easily controlled. Still danger from this quarter
was not put aside, for it was reported to Marcellus that other
leaders of this party had agreed with Hannibal, that when
Marcellus should make a sortie from the town or draw up for
battle outside, they would plunder the baggage and close the
gates upon him.

Hannibal was encamped before the town, and there were
daily skirmishes between the contending outposts and light
troops.

Not feeling that he could long hold on tinder such condi-
tions, Marcellus made up his mind to risk an attack on Han-
nibal, and thus cut the knot of the difficulty. It was a bold
step. His plans were matured with masterly skill. He quietly
drew up his line inside the walls, opposite three gates on the
side where Hannibal was observing the town. He armed the
walls with invalids and noncombatants, and parked his bag-
gage-train in one place, with a sufficient guard of extraordi-
narii to prevent plunder, if attempted. Opposite the middle
gate he drew up the Eoman cavalry and old legions; at the
other gates the allied legions and cavalry, and the light foot
under Valerius Flaccus and C. Aurelius. He forbade any of
the inhabitants to approach the walls, under threat of sum-
mary penalties.

Hannibal had been drawn up all this day in battle order,
in front of his own camp, anticipating an attack by Marcellus
or the usual skirmishes. He wondered that the Eoman army
did not emerge from the gates, and, seeing no garrison on thehould go to him from
